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North-American continent. Exceptions to a theory like 
Mr. Wallace’s cannot but be numerous; and it would be un- 
reasonable to expect otherwise. But we doubt much if the 
exceptions so preponderate as to leave no ground for believing 
in the existence of a substratum of truth in the suggestions 
Mr. Wallace has put forward to account for the peculiarities 
of the nidification of the many birds that certainly do conform 
to the generalizations he has laid down. 

Amongst the “ General Notes ” (p. 37) Mr. Ridgway adds 
the three following Palearctic birds to the North-American 
fauna—Parus cinctus, Syrnium lapponicum, and Surnia ulula, 
specimens of all of which were obtained at St. Michael’s, 
Norton Sound, Alaska, by Mr. Lucien M. Turner, together 
with a considerable number of other skins. 


34, Godwin-Austen on new Birds from the Naga Hills and 
Assam, | 

[Descriptions of supposed new Birds from the Naga Hills and Eastern 
Assam. By Lt.-Col. H. H. Godwin-Austen. Ann, & Mag. Nat. Hist. 
ser. 4, vol. xx. p. 519. | 

The two new birds described in this paper are Turdinus 
nagaénsis, from the Eastern Naga hills, an ally of T. garoénsis ; 
and Staphidia plumbeiceps, from Sadya, Wastern Assam, a 
close ally of S. torqueola, Swinh. 


X VII.—Letters, Announcements, &c. 


We have received the following letters, addressed to the 
Editors of ‘The Ibis :?— 


GENTLEMEN,—In the number of ‘The Ibis’ for April 
1877, which has just reached me, there is a “ Note on 
two Birds from the Fiji Islands,’ by Count Salvadori, in 
which he shows that my name for the little Rhipidura of 
those islands cannot stand, and he does me the honour to 
rename it after me. I thank him for his kindness, and am 
quite ready to accept his dictum in this case. As is well 
known to you, my wandering life has precluded my carrying 
about a library; and I am always ready to give way in 
matters of nomenclature. 

With respect, however, to my statement that the colo- 
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ration of the heads of Lamprolia victorie and L. minor (if that 
name has been retained) differs, I still adhere to my former 
Opinion, at least so far as regards the specimens in my pos- 
session. I have before me three males (one in full breeding- 
plumage), three females, and one young male. In all, espe- 
cially the breeding male, there is a distinct inverted- V-shaped 
patch of dull-coloured feathers inserted into the brilliant blue 
of the back of the head, which is entirely wanting in L. minor, 
of which I have a pair (male and female), given me in ex- 
change by my friend Kleinschmidt. They are not well pre- 
pared, but well enough to show that the head is entirely 
covered all down the nuchal portion with iridescent blue 
feathers. I must admit one thing, however: on exposing 
my L. victorie to a strong slanting sun-light this morning, 
I can perceive sparkles of blue on the feathers of the j-shaped 
mark; but this my critical examination has shown me that 
the blue of the head of L. minor is much coarser than that of 
L. victorie. I observe also that the silvery white of the tail 
of the female of the former extends nearer the tip than it 
does in the male, in which I cannot (without having the means 
of very accurate measurement) see that more difference be- 
tween it and L. victorie exists than is consistent with their 
relative sizes. 

If Count Salvadori will hold L. vietorie with its bill to- 
wards him, I think he will see the V-shaped mark to which 
I refer, with its apex pointing to him; in this position 
it is very distinct. I think, too, abrasion of the extreme tip 
of the tail may have something to do with the peculiarity 
noticed by him; at least such is the case in my specimen. 

I am, &c., 
E. L. Layarp. 


P.S. Since writing the above, a Mr. Chamberlain, who has 
been collecting in Fiji, has been with me. On looking over 
my collection I pointed out the black -shaped mark on the 
heads of Lamprolia, which he at once saw, but remarked 
what large birds mine were. He then picked up a specimen 
that had escaped my notice, and said, “ All my birds of are 
this size.” ‘fo our surprise we then saw all the head was 
blue, as in 4. minor. 


200 Letters, Announcements, &c. 


Sirs,—I should like to ask the authors of the ‘ Nomen- 
clator Avium Neotropicalium ° to see if Euphonia chalcopasta, 
described in that work (p. 157, November 30th, 1873), be not 
the same as my Euphonia mesochrysa (Atti R. Acc. Sc. Tor. 
viii. p. 193, January 1873). I am pretty well sure that such 
is the case: the descriptions agree; and the characteristic 
phrase, “affinis E. chrysopaste, sed fronte flava diversa,” 
applies also to Æ. mesochrysa, of which I have seen lately a 
second specimen, exactly like the type, labelled “ Bogota.” 

T. SALVADORI. 


Turin, Zoological Museum, 
December 10th, 1877. 


[We have compared a specimen of E. mesochrysa, kindly 
forwarded by Prof. Salvadori, with the typical specimen of 
our E. chaleopasta. There can be no question that the species 
are identical.— Epp. | i 


Srrs,—At page 91, vol. ii. of the English edition of ‘ New 
Lands within the Arctic Circle,’ Payer includes Ross’s Gull 
(Rhodostethia rosea) amongst the birds found by the Austrian 
Expedition between Novaya Zemlya and Franz-Josef Land. 
Through the courtesy of Mr. Clements Markham, Secretary 
of the Royal Geographical Society, my request for additional 
information in reference to this very interesting statement 
was forwarded to Herr Julius Payer; and I have pleasure in 
giving a translation of the answer of that distinguished Arctic 
explorer :— 


“The Rose-coloured Gull (Rhodostethia rosea) I shot my- 
self in the summer of 1873. I remember well how this rare 
Gull threw all on board into astonishment. As we had no 
zoologists on board, the identification was made by the help 
of Fritsch’s large and beautiful Atlas as soon as I got into the 
cabin. All the characters given by Fritsch for Rh. rosea 
were found in the bird we shot..... The specimen belongs 
to Tegetthoff, whose present address I cannot give. 


“ Frankfort-on-Main, 
22nd January, 1878.” 
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I am in hopes that this notice will attract attention, and 
that the critical examination of the specimen alluded to will 
place beyond doubt the occurrence of Ross’s Gull in the No- 
vaya Zemlya Sea. How interesting it is thus to obtain, after 
a lapse of fifty years, corroborative evidence that Sir James 
Clark Ross was correct in determining this species as seen 
by him to the north of Spitsbergen, during Parry’s memorable 


attempt to reach the North Pole! 
Yours, &c., 


H. W. Frimupen. 
Aldershot, 
2nd February, 1878. 


Sirs,—I am anxious to put on record some additions to 
the birds of Ceylon that have recently come to light, and 
also to make some remarks upon some others. ` 


SPIZAETUS NIPALENSIS (?) 

Spizaetus nipalensis, Kelaart, Prodromus F. Zeylanice, 
Cat. p. 114; Layard, Ann. & Mag. N. H. ser. 2, vol. xii. p. 98 ; 
Holdsworth, P. Z. S. 1872, p. 41]. 

Having had occasion to examine a large series of Spizaetus 
nipalensis for the purpose of comparison with examples of the 
Mountain Hawk-Eagle of Ceylon, I find that certain cha- 
racteristics, differing from those presented by the Ceylonese 
bird, are constant in the Indian form. I propose to point 
them out here with a view to establish a ground for sepa- 
rating the island bird as a distinct subspecies, at any rate. 
Before noticing these peculiarities, I may remark that fully 
adult birds from Nepaul are nearly always exceedingly dark 
on the head, and have the whole of the centre of the chin and 
gorge occupied by a very broad black stripe, having between 
it and the equally black cheeks a space narrower than itself. 
The coloration of the chest likewise is very dark, from youth 
to the adult stage; and more examples have a plain brown 
feather than one with undulations of white at the lateral 
margins. The distinctive character of the under surface, as 
compared with that of the Ceylonese form, consists in the 
white bars on the breast, flanks, and belly being, in all cases, 
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more or less, interrupted at the shaft by the brown hue of the 
rest of the feather, which division varies from an exceedingly 
fine margin on each side of the dark shaft, to a broad space 
equal, even in adults, to about 3% of an inch. The bars are, 
moreover, irregular, and in many instances do not exactly 
Oppose one another, while in others they take the form of 
mere bar-like spots, not reaching to the shaft or margin of 
the web. The brown hue of the feather is uniform through- 
out, being no darker at the margin of the white band than 
elsewhere. In contradistinction to these features, the Ceylon 
bird is marked from the chest downwards with broad, com- 
plete, parallel-edged, white bands, with which the shaft is 
concolorous; in addition to which the brown portion of the 
feather is not uniform, but has a darker margin bordering the 
bands. The complete band exists in a young bird from 
Haputale in the Norwich Museum, although the only fea- 
thers which are barred at all are a few at the sides of the 
breast. The bars, in adults, are continued higher up the 
breast than in any Indian specimens I have seen; and the 
chest-feathers are very deeply indented with white at the 
margins, with the brown portions paler than those of the 
pectoral barred feathers. A further distinctive point in the 
Ceylonese bird is the large foot, with its gigantic claws, that 
of the inner toe being equal to the average hind claw in most 
Nepaul specimens. 

I subjoin the following table of measurements, which may 
be of interest, and which is the result of an examination of a 
series of these Eagles in the British, India, and Norwich 
Museums, showing the relative size of wing and hind claw 
as compared with the same in the island race, which I pro- 
pose to distinguish as SPIZAETUS KELAARTI, after its discoverer 
in Ceylon. The list, it will be observed, includes an example 
from Japan, in the Norwich Museum, and which was referred 
to lately by Mr. Gurney in his article on the genus (Ibis, 
1877, p. 431). 


Letters, Announcements, &c. 203 


Hind claw, mea- 
sured straight from 


Locality. Wing. base above to tip. Museum. 
10. in. 
GMN CHOU... e ke eee. 18:3 1:65 Norwich. 
R lapin a 19:5 1:93 9 
CMEDLODAULL IM. 5 a. caine 20-0 1:90 $ 
on es >. Soon UES 1:80 India. 
e. Bhootan ....5,.+000% 18:5 1:80 + 
FEN CPQULE "a m T T 19:5 17 British. 
oum wa Bo en 19:0 18 Pe 
ie Oy, ook Fee ope ARRS 18 7 
T he 5 ao Cae 17:9 1:65 3 
eo) Anis sar 18:6 1:85 s 
k. Nepaul ........ eee tA! worn down. m 
l pa tage 19:0 1:90 A 
Odia «oyun as 18:8 1277 T 
n. juv., Almorah ...... 17:2 1:65 E 
Om |vane NODAL wer air: 17:5 1:70 m 
P yp OE 17°5 1:55 7 
q. eO -CACRCCRCI 18:0 1:70 n 
a. Ceylon (Haputale) .. 20:0 2°10 Coll. S. Bligh. 
b. „ + (Maturatta).. 18:5 2:05 Coll. W. V. Legge. 
c. juv.,Ceylon(Haputale) 16°3 17 Norwich. 


BUTALIS MUTTUI. | 

Butalis muttui, Layard, Ann. & Mag. N. H. ser. 2, vol. xiii. 
p. 127. 

Alseonax terricolor, Holdsworth, P. Z. S. Cat. no. 122, 
p. 441; Legge, Str. Feath. vol. i. 1875, p. 366. 

On comparing the Ceylonese Rusty Flycatcher, several 
examples of which I possess, with specimens of Alseonar 
ferrugineus in the British Museum, I find that it is. quite dis- 
tinct from the latter bird; and as Mr. Sharpe informs me 
that it is not known at present from any other locality but 
Ceylon, it must be returned to the list of birds peculiar: to 
the island, among which it was originally placed, when de- 
scribed by Layard. I cannot but think, however, that it has 
some other habitat besides Ceylon; for it appears to me to be 
migratory to that place, inasmuch as I have only observed 
it during the cool season—October to March*. Layard’s 


* Layard, however, got his specimen in June at St. Pedro, which mili- 
tates against my theory. 
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description tallies very well with my specimens, which were 
procured in forest in the north and west of the island; but he 
makes no mention whatever of the very delicate yellow legs 
and feet, which are the chief characteristics of the bird ; nor 
does he speak of the white spot on the lores, nor the con- 
spicuously dark patch on the lower part of the face, contrast- 
ing with the rather narrowly confined white of the throat. 
Notwithstanding, the description, short as it is, comes too 
close to my birds to permit of my considering them as be- 
longing to another species. Alseonax ferrugineus differs from 
the Ceylon bird in the much deeper rufous of the rump, upper 
tail-coverts, and margins of the wing-coverts, but more par- 
ticularly in the rufescent hue of the lower parts, including 
the under tail-coverts, these being white in the insular form. 

LocustTELLA CERTHIOLA, Pallas. l 

Locustella certhiola, Jerdon, B. of India, vol. ii. p. 159. 

This Grasshopper-Warbler must be added to the Ceylonese 
avifauna. It is found in certain swamps of the western pro- 
vince, and was procured by me in February last year. 


TRINGA PUGNAX. 
The Ruff is another addition to our list, a young male 
having been shot last March by Capt. H. Wade, 57th Regt., 


near Kirinde, on the S.E. coast. 
I am, yours &c., 


March 4th, 1878. W. V. Leece. 


233 Beacon Street, Boston. 
March 3rd, 1878. 

Sırs,—The Parula recently obtained by Dr. Merrill on 
our southern frontier, and supposed by him to be only the 
commom P. americana, is not, in the opinion of Dr. Coues, 
P. pitiayumi, but a new species, for which he proposes the 
name of P. nigrilora. 

Neocorys spraguei has been taken by Mr. Geo. B. Sennett 
near Galveston. 

Besides these acquisitions, new to our fauna, Mr. Sennett 
and Dr. Merrill have taken a number of specimens of the 
Dove Leptotila albifrons, Bp. It was first shot by Mr. Sen- 
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nett, near Edinburgh, sixty miles north of Fort Brown, and 
afterwards by Dr. Merrill at Fort Brown. 

Myiarchus erythrocercus, Sel. & Salv. This species, also 
new to our fauna, has been taken by Dr. Merrill, who has 
also been so fortunate as to secure two sets of its eggs, one 
with five, the other with three examples. These, as might 
be supposed, are very similar in all their peculiarities to those 
of M. crinitus, M. mexicanus, and M. cooperi, most nearly 
approaching the latter in the size and number of its purplish 
brown markings. A full account of these will be given in 
Dr. Merrill’s forthcoming ‘ List of the Birds of the Lower 
Rio Grande,’ to be published by the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution.. He already has a list of 250 species that he has 
himself taken. 

Dr. Merrill has also secured the birds, with their nest and 
eggs, of what Mr. Ridgway calls Peucea estivalis, variety 
arizone. I am not much impressed, generally, with this 
“ variety ” style; and in the present case I have no faith in 
it whatever. The set of eggs, taken with their parents, in 
this case are as widely different from well identified eggs of 
the genuine P. estivalis as nearly spherical, decidedly blue 
eggs can be from pointedly oval crystalline white eggs. I 
therefore believe P. arizone to be a good species, and cer- 
tainly not a variety of P. estivalis. I believe itis not new to 
our fauna, though I am not sure. It has been taken in 
Sonora, Mexico, and attributed to Southern Arizona. 

We had an interesting visitation during a violent snow- 
storm, which prevailed hereabouts several weeks ago, and 
which lasted forty-eight hours, accompanied by high winds. 
A trap set for Plectrophanes nivalis was found to contain a 
fine adult example of Pyranga ludoviciana, Bon. It was a 
wild bird; and its most eastern limit is the great Missouri 
plains, two thousand miles distant. Besides, on the 20th of 
January it is supposed that all these birds are in Mexico or 
Central America. How happened such a bird to reach us 
in midwinter? Can it be that the great storm, that had been 
some ten days in approaching us, caught this bird somewhere 
on the Mexican-Gulf coast in its vortex, and compelled its 
reluctant steps to our inhospitable shores ? But I forbear, lest 
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you remind me of the apothegm that any child can ask ques- 
tions which the wise man cannot answer. 
Yours &c., 
Tuomas M. Brewer. 


March 20th, 1878. 

Sirs,—It may be interesting to some of the readers of 
‘The Ibis’ to hear that several live specimens of the fine 
rare Ceriornis blythi (the first known example of which was 
brought home by Dr. Jerdon in 1869) have this last cold 
season been obtained by Capt. Brydon, of the 44th Sylhet 
Light Infantry, who was sent up on an expedition against 
the Nagas of Mozemah, which is situated under the Burrail 
range. Lieut. R. C. Macgregor, of the same regiment, writes 
that he hoped to be the possessor of a pair in a day or two, 
but does not mention if a female had been brought in—a great 
desideratum ; for it is not yet known to ornithologists. Ihave 
written to recommend that these birds be kept during the 
hot weather at Shillong, in the Khasi hills, the head quarters 
of the regiment, and thus well broken to confinement, before 
being sent home in the cold weather. I trust therefore we 
may again see living specimens in England, which may lead 
to their being established here. 

Yours &c., 
H. H. Gopwin-Avsten, Lt.-Col. 


London, March 24th, 1878. 

Sirs,—In ‘Stray leathers,’ vol. v. pp. 60, 117, Mr. A. O. 
Hume has called attention to the confusion that exists re- 
garding the Hornbill included in my first list of birds from 
the north-east frontier of India (J. A. S. B. vol. xxxix. pt. 2, 
p. 91) under the title Anorhinus galeritus, Temm., and ex- 
presses a hope that I will look into the matter. This I 
have been unable to do until lately ; but I think the question 
may now be clearly settled. In the preparation of this list I 
was much indebted to the kind assistance of Dr. T. C. Jerdon, 
who happened to be in the Khasi hills at the time the collec- 
tion was being brought together ; he took a very great interest 
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in it, and encouraged me in my first attempts to gain a know- 
ledge of the ornithology of the new country we were survey- 
ing. On returning from India in 1870, I made over to the 
British Museum all the Hornbills that I had collected in the 
Assam hills, and added to the above list the provisional name 
adopted for specimen No. 146c. These Hornbills having 
been separated from the rest of my collection, this specimen 
passed out of my sight after it was given over to Mr. G. R. 
Gray. Iam now sorry to find that the original labels have 
been removed and new ones substituted, a system which must 
have destroyed the value of a large number of donations to 
the British Museum, but one, I am glad to say, which is no 
longer followed. In this instance, to make matters worse, 
I find Khasi hills converted into Kaisi, the correct habitat 
being the North Cachar hills, the two districts differmg very 
considerably in their physical features. 

I do not understand how Blyth fell into the error of con- 
sidering the specimen 146c to be the “ head in the possession 
of Lord Walden ;” and what the head he referred to can be 
I do not know. He may have seen one at Chislehurst, where 
my collection remained a long time in Lord Tweeddale’s care 
when I returned to India, and referred it to the bird I de- 
scribed, and which Jerdon, believing to be new, renamed. 
Lord Tweeddale has never seen the type of A. austeni; so 
that he was not in a position to make any remarks on what 
Blyth wrote in the list of Burmese birds; it is also evident 
that Blyth never saw the skin in the British Museum, which 
he would have identified with Craniorrhinus corrugatus. 
Further examination of this specimen, and comparison of the 
descriptions by Blyth of A. tickelli, and of my own from the 
living bird, have led me to the conclusion that it is only the 
young of the species the adult female of which will be found 
figured in ‘The Ibis’ for 1864. I must, however, remark 
that in this plate the coloration of the lower parts appears to 
me to be far too red a rufous; for in the description Blyth 
gives the colour as “ ferruginous, rather pale, brightest on 
throat, dull and clouded with vinous ashy on belly.” 

We should also take the locality into consideration. Asalu 
is not by any means beyond the limits of range of A. tickelli, 
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which follows the forest-clad range of mountains into Arakan 
and Burmah, migrating as certain fruits on which they feed 
come to perfection. Tickell mentions it as a rare bird in 
Tenasserim ; and as they are generally found in the loftiest 
parts of the forest, they are most difficult to find, and very 
difficult to shoot. Mr. O. Limborg failed to secure a speci- 
men when he was collecting there in 1877. 

If my conclusions regarding this bird be correct, then the 
synonymy will be as follows :— 

Anorhinus tickelli, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxiv. pp. 266-285 
(1855), xxviii. p. 412 (1859). 

Toccus tickelli, Blyth; Tickell, Ibis, 1864, p. 173. 

- Anorhinus galeritus, Temm.; Austen, J. A. S. B. xxxix. 
p. 96 (1870). 

Anorhinus austeni, Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p. 6. 

Craniorrhinus corrugatus, Temm. ; Blyth, J. A.S. B. xliii. 
= extra no. p. 69 (1875). 

Referring the question of the head to Lord Tweeddale, he 
writes to me as follows :—“ I remember the head perfectly. 
It was in one of your tin boxes, along with some of the larger 
birds. I think its name, whatever that name was, is written 
in pencil on the skull”*. This head has got somehow mis- 
laid. I trust still to find it, and clear up what Blyth wrote 
about it. It has no relation whatever to No. 146c. 

Yours &c., 
H. H. Gopwin-Avusten, Lt.-Col. 


We record with regret the decease of Mr. Joachim John 
Monteiro, C.M.Z.S., at Lourevco Marques, Delagoa Bay. 
- Although not a professed naturalist, Mr. Monteiro did much, 
during his eighteen years’ residence in Angola, to make known, 
by observations and collections, the ornithology of that 
country. Several papers referring to his collections have 
been published in the Zoological Society’s ‘ Proceedings.” In 
1875 Mr. Monteiro published an interesting volume entitled 
‘Angola and the River Congo,’ which gives some account of 
his adventures in those countries. 


* “Blyth saw the head when he came to Chislehurst with the MS. 
of his Burmese paper.” 


